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SALUTATION:

On August 23rd, Governor Blagojevich used his veto authority to cut nearly $500 million out of the state FY 08 operating budget passed by strong majorities of the General Assembly.  Although the Governor claimed to be cutting “pork,” we know he actually cut funding for many necessary programs.  

Two of the programs receiving cuts are important and essential to me.  One is designed to partially reimburse nonpublic schools for state mandated health and safety measures, and the other reimburses parents of both public and nonpublic school children who drive their children to school due to a denial of bus service.  The programs cut by the Governor are: 

1) Educational Improvement and School Safety Block Grant:  $10.1 million to reimburse nonpublic schools for "secular textbooks and software, criminal history record checks, and health and safety mandates to the extent that the funds are expended for purely secular purposes."  

2) Parent/Guardian Transportation Reimbursement Program: $14 million to double the reimbursement from roughly $130 to $260 for parents who live more than one and a half miles from their school and have to drive their children to school.

In no way can these programs be described as pork.  Please, as soon as possible, vote to override the Governor’s vetoes and re-establish the priorities of the FY 08 budget as the General Assembly intended.  Thank you for your attention and support.

Sincerely,

