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IMPORTANT ACTION ALERT: Legislation to restore funding to the Textbook Loan Program has been introduced in the Illinois General Assembly: House Bill 1199 introduced by Representative Joe Lyons & Senate Bill 1964 introduced by Senator Ed Maloney. 

EVERY NONPUBLIC SCHOOL: please contact your State Representative and Senator and urge them to sign on as co-sponsors!  Your school LAP can coordinate the outreach, be it through meeting, phone call or letter.  You can find out who your state Rep. and Senator are by going to the General Assembly web site (www.ilga.gov) and clicking on Legislator Lookup in the lower half of the page. 

FACT SHEET:  See bottom of the page.
SAMPLE LETTER/EMAIL/FAX LANGUAGE: 

According to the Illinois Constitutions, the government of this state is charged with “the educational development of all persons.”   

To that end: the Textbook Loan Program has been in operation since 1975.  Its purpose is to provide secular textbooks, learning materials and instructional computer software to public and nonpublic school students grades K-12.  Although the bulk of the program’s funding goes to public schools, Catholic schools have long depended on this program and have used the benefit to continually update math, science, and reading textbooks, as well as to purchase new instructional software for technology labs.  Students cannot learn or succeed without effective and up-to-date learning materials, and this program has helped ensure those materials are present in ALL schools.  

According to the Illinois State Board of Education’s (ISBE) published analysis, the Textbook Loan program impacts 2.1 million students and 164,000 educators.  Fully funded, the program provides approximately $40 per student to use for the purchase of approved materials, and serves every grade on a two-year cycle: Kindergarten thru 6 one year; grades 7 thru 12 the next.  Considering the widespread service of this program, we hope and urge you to include funding for this program in the next fiscal year budget.  Representative Joe Lyons and Senator Ed Maloney have introduced legislation to restore funding – House Bill 1199 and Senate Bill 1964.  Please support and even sign on as co-sponsors to this important legislation.

WE NEED YOU: Your support of this initiative is essential – please be sure your representatives hear from you and your school community!

FACT SHEET

HOUSE BILL 1199 & SENATE BILL 1964: 

Textbook Loan Funding

________________________________

The Textbook Loan Program has been in operation since 1975.  Its purpose is to provide secular textbooks, learning materials and instructional computer software to public and nonpublic school students grades K-12.  

Students cannot learn or succeed without effective and up-to-date learning materials, and this program has helped ensure accurate and up-to-date textbooks and other instructional materials are present in ALL schools for over thirty years.  Unfortunately, the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) decided to zero out funding for this program despite the General Assembly’s intention that grant programs be funded at 50 percent.

Their decision was a mistake for many reasons:

· According to ISBE’s own published analysis, the Textbook Loan program impacts 2.1 million students and 164,000 educators.  

· In Fiscal Year 2009, the program provided 849,214 instructional items to pupils in grades 7 through 12.  The program operates on a two-year cycle: provided materials to grades K through 6 one year, 7 through 12 the next.

· The policy of this State is to ensure that Illinois’ students have instructional materials that have current information and are in good working condition; and ISBE’s strategic goals cite service to “all students” and “all schools.”  The Illinois Textbook Loan meets these goals: serving students in public and nonpublic schools.

· The Illinois Textbook Loan program is for many school districts and nonpublic schools the sole source of funding for instructional materials and serves as a safeguard against increases in property taxes and tuition and fee increases.
· There may not be any grant programs in ISBE’s budget that have had as far-reaching an impact for as long a time.  Providing good textbooks and instructional materials to children is a fundamental responsibility of the state!
